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W e know you’ve been 
waiting, and the news is 

finally in - our partner schools 
for the 2016-2017  
School and Classroom 
Supplies Initiative have been 
announced! The Education 
Partnership is proud to usher 
30 new schools into our 
School and Classroom 
Supplies Initiative, for a total 
of 86 schools across six 
counties in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. The Education 
Partnership is excited to now 

be serving the needs of 
32,086 students, and their 
2,683 dedicated teachers. A 
full list of our partner schools 
can be found on our website. 
 

To welcome our partner 
schools into the fold, we 
hosted an Onboarding Event 
on June 1st in our new 
Resource Center. 
Representatives from each of 
those 86 schools were given 
the opportunity to learn more 
about our programs, share 

stories with our incredible 
staff, and most importantly get 
to know the amazing 
community that is The 
Education Partnership! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N othing excites us more 
here at The Education 

Partnership than seeing the 
incredible results of our 
Adopt-A-School initiative. 
This school year we were 
fortunate enough to be able 
to add 24 new Adopt-A-
School sponsors to support 
our partner schools. With 
each new adoption comes 
the peace of mind and 
confidence in knowing that 

those students dreams are 
given a chance to come true. 
  
The new program revolves 
around the concept of 
sponsorship. Through a 
yearly donation, qualifying 
schools can be “adopted” by 
businesses or members of 
the community, enrolling 
them in the program and 
ensuring that each of the 
schools students receives 
one of our Power Tools 
Homework Kits.  Since the 
choice of school is up to the 
donor, the Adopt-A-School 
initiative is a great way for 
local businesses to directly 
impact schools in their area. 

A recent valuation of the pilot 
program has added a slight 
cost elevation for the 
services and supplies we 
provide, beginning on July 
1st. To help ease these 
changes into the program 
however, we are offering 
school benefactors the 
opportunity to lock in their 
current sponsorship fees for 
another year. Any renewals 
or adoptions brought to our 
attention before June 30th 
will be made eligible to retain 
the current Adopt-A-School 
sponsorship fee. For more 
information, contact us at 
412-922-6500.       



Giant Eagle’s Champion for Local Students 

What A Wet Walk It Was! 
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T he Education Partnership 
would not exist without the 

partnership aspect of what we 
do. One of the strongest and 
most influential partnerships 
we have forged over the years 
is our relationship with Giant 
Eagle and their customers. 
Every summer at the checkout, 
shoppers are invited to donate 
one dollar or more to provide 
local kids in need with the 
basic, core supplies for 
learning.  
 

Over the past five years, Giant 
Eagle customers have 
contributed generously in 
support of this campaign, 
making it The Education 
Partnership’s largest and most 
successful fundraiser of the 
year.  
 

Much of the drive behind 
customer donation comes from 
the cashiers themselves, 
whose enthusiasm and 
passion when promoting our 
cause speaks to shoppers.  
When it comes to influential 
cashiers however, the “Top 
Dog” of them all is a man by 
the name of Mark Yohe.  
 

Mark works at the Donaldson’s 
Crossroads Giant Eagle in 
Canonsburg, and this year he 
was the top performing cashier 
bringing in customer donations 
at the checkout. The key to 
Mark’s success can be found 
simply by listening to the way 
he speaks about our cause; 
knowing from personal 
experience the difference that 
proper school supplies can 
make in a child's life.  

Mark talks to his customers 
about the importance of giving 
children the opportunity to take 
their education seriously.   
Mark’s stories are so relatable 

because he truly believes the 

message , and considers it a 

pleasure to share with his 

customers an easy way to 

make an impactful difference in 

the life of a student.  
 

Way to go Mark! Way to go 

Giant Eagle, and a big round of 

applause to all of our partners 

who truly make this 

Partnership the engine of 

change and support that it has 

grown to be. Our campaign 

this year with Giant Eagle 

starts July 28th and continues 

until September 7th.          

T he Education Partnership 
participated in The 

Highmark Walk for a Healthy 
Community for the first time on 
May 7th. It wasn’t the sunniest 
or the driest day for a walk but 
our dedicated team of 
teachers, volunteers, and staff 
braved the weather to show 
their support for The Education 
Partnership and walk a full 5k.  

We were able to raise more 
than $4,200! The largest 
fundraisers for the walk were 
some of the schools we serve, 
who challenged their students, 
teachers, and staff to Penny 
Wars and community 
fundraising. If you weren't able 
to participate this year, we 
hope you’ll join in the fun next.  

We aim walk with an even 
larger crowd and raise even 
more money for the students 
and teachers we serve at next 
year’s walk. A special thank 
you to all those who showed 
up in support. We hope to see 
you all there next year!    

 
Giant Eagle Gift Cards Now Available for Purchase 

A Portion of the Proceeds Benefits The Education Partnership! 

At No Extra Cost to You!  
 

For more information contact Peggy Wolstoncroft: 412-922-6500 

4th Annual Golf Outing at Laurel Valley Golf Club 
We hope you’ll join us for the Ultimate 2-Day experience, 18 holes of golf and 

more… 
 

September 28 & 29, Questions call Peggy at 412-922-6500  



Education Partnership: #1 Volunteer Organization  

Teacher Spotlight: Iyana Tennon 
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V olunteers are a crucial part 
of our operations here at 

The Education Partnership. 
Each week, we welcome 
groups of volunteers including 
professionals, teachers, and 
students. In the last week of 
April however, we received a 
special visit from our friends at 
the Comcast Customer Service 
Center. During that week, which 
is known as Comcast Cares 
Week, more than 500 
volunteers poured in to lend 
their hand to our mission.  
 
Comprised of both Comcast 
employees and local well doers, 
this group of amazing 
volunteers participated in a 
number of activities led by our 
volunteer coordinator, Brad 
Eddy.  
 

Together they tackled valuable 
inventory work, the packaging 
of pencils and our Power Tools 
Homework Kits, landscaping, 
and the creation of decorative 
bookmarks for our students to 
use when reading. For every 
volunteer we received, 
Comcast pledged a donation to 
our cause. graciously bringing 
in both volunteers and a grant 
to be used towards furthering 
our impact on the students we 
serve.  

 

The Education Partnership, in 
fact, had the highest volunteer 
participation in the 
Pittsburgh region!     
 

Comcast Cares Week stands 

as a testament to the incredible 

things we can accomplish 

through working together 

towards a singular goal. We are 

so thankful for our team of 

volunteers who day in and day 

out show us what it means to 

give your heart to a cause. We 

offer a special thanks as well to 

Comcast for their continued 

support and belief that a child's 

education is worth fighting for.  

 

Thank you to all who helped to 

make this week a tremendous 

success!  

A  teacher can spark in their 
students a drive to do 

something incredible, and for 
the students of Virtuous 
Academy, this teacher is Iyana 
Tennon. During an English 
language arts exercise involving 
techniques for brainstorming, 
Ms. Tennon had her students 
create a concept map of all the 
things they loved most about 
their school.  

Her students were quick to 
name things like the academy’s 
lack of bullying, agreeable 
student body, and challenging 
learning environment. Next, she 
lead a rhyming exercise in 
which her students paired the 
ideas they had named into 
poetic verses. Never ones to 
pass on a creative opportunity, 
Iyana’s kids had the idea to 
create a school song out of the 
poem they had created.   
 

Virtuous Academy’s music 
teacher, Mrs. Royce, was quick 
on the job of putting the 
student’s lyrics to music and 
soon produced a school anthem 
for the children to sing. One by 
one each classroom was taught 
the song and pretty soon, 

Virtuous Academy's first student 
penned alma mater was ready 
for performance. 
 

Iyana Tennon has lead many 

other musical and artistic 

projects for her students, 

including the production of two 

school plays - “Beauty and the 

Beast”, and “The Wiz”. These 

and many other showcases of 

Virtuous Academy’s amazing 

students and facility support can 

be found on the school's 

YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/user/Virtuous

Academy. Way to go Iyana 

Tennon, and congratulations to 

your talented and creative 

students!        

http://www.youtube.com/user/VirtuousAcademy
http://www.youtube.com/user/VirtuousAcademy


Or At   www.TheEducationPartnership.org 

The Education Partnership is a Pennsylvania nonprofit organization dedicated to addressing 

educational inequities by providing and enabling access to the tools and resources 

necessary to support teachers and enhance a student's ability to learn and succeed.   

Summer Learning Resources 
 
Forgot how much energy kids have when they aren’t busy learning? Check out some of these great resources 
for fun summer learning! 

 

 Carnegie Library-Join the 90,000 book challenge and log your summer reads, ask your local librarian 
or sign up at http://www.carnegielibrary.org/summer-reading-2016/ 

 

 Carnegie Museum offers discounted admissions for the Art and Natural History museums in addition 
to their summer classes and camps. Check out http://www.carnegiemuseums.org/. 

 

 Citiparks offers Summer Camps for all ages and topics, Cinema in the Park, free concerts, and public 
pools http://pittsburghpa.gov/citiparks.       

 

 Western Pennsylvania Writing Project through the School of Education at the University of Pitts-
burgh offers writing classes and workshops for students and educators. Go to 
 https://writersofwestmoreland.com/upcoming-workshops/ to learn more. 

Check us out on 

From Our Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 
 

The Education Partnership has soared ever closer to the dream we set out to accomplish a half 
decade ago.  As we come closer to the end of our year, we are so pleased with the successes 
we are experiencing throughout the organization. The addition of 30 new schools means 30 new 
opportunities to make a life changing difference in a student's education a reality, and I’m thrilled 
to say that we now have the resources and the community support to make it all happen.   
To all our amazing partners, our core of volunteers, our teachers, our staff, our donors and 
friends,  I say thank you - we did it together!   
 
We watched Phase II grow to a stunning success, we broke walls, we built windows, we brought 
smiles to 23,000 faces!  We saw the adoption of 24 schools, brought life to 2,600 classrooms, 
and out volunteered the entire City of Pittsburgh, and we couldn't have done it without you.   
 

We’ve made such tremendous strides this year but the journey is far from being over. This is truly 
a Partnership and without you, our partners, such successes could not be achieved.  We need 
to keep dreaming, giving, building, growing, and striving together until every child has the 
educational opportunities they deserve, and the foundation they need to go out into this world 
and make a difference of their own! 
 
Thank you for an amazing year, 
 
 
Justin Brown, Executive Director  

http://www.carnegielibrary.org/summer-reading-2016/
http://www.carnegiemuseums.org/
http://pittsburghpa.gov/citiparks
https://writersofwestmoreland.com/upcoming-workshops/

