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Group delivers for students in need

BY JUSTINE COYNE

B o Justin Brown, executive direc-

il

tor of The Education Partner-
ship, the need for the program
is obvious: If there are families
| in the area who can’t afford to
buy their children lunch, they almost
certainly can’t afford to buy school sup-
plies. So, any help from the community
is appreciated.

Just ask Victor, an elementary school
student who sent this thank you note to
the organization:

“Thank you for all the stuff,” he wrote.
“I need the pencils for my tests. I need
the calculator for math. I need the other
utensils to help me improve.”

“The simple fact is that you can’t
teach these children if they don’t
have the proper tools to learn,” said
Amanda McQuillan, community en-
gagement coordinator at The Education
Partnership.

The organization works to bridge the
gap between what supplies students have
and what they need. Relying on local
businesses to donate new or unwanted
office supplies, the nonprofit has since
2009 served a total of 14,000 students
and distributed more than $1 million
in supplies.

Each year, teachers from qualifying
schools are invited to shop for free on
three occasions at the partnership’s
30,000-square-foot West End Resource
Center.

The cost to the nonprofit is $50 per
teacher, but with that money they are
able to supply each with supplies worth
$1,200, the amount, according to nation-
al data and local surveys, the average
teacher is spending out-of-pocket to fill
this gap.

“Teachers tell us that having a drawer
full of new supplies is a game-changer
everyday,” Brown said. “Pulling out a
new notebook, report folder or even a
new T-shirt from our Resource Center
can pull a student out of whatever state
of mind is present into a state of learning

Pre-Kindergarten
starting in fall 2013

A full-day program where children
enjoy the best of both worlds

A seamlessly blended learning
experience where Jewish learning and
Hebrew language are organically
infused throughout the day

Daily kosher hot lunch and
snacks are provided

Extended hours available
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An Urban Pathways K-5 College Charter School student high-fives a volunteer after
getting a box of school supplies and hygiene items from The Education Partnership.

readiness.”

To be eligible, a school must have at
least 70 percent of its student body qual-
ify for a free or reduced lunch by the Na-
tional School Lunch Program. There are
96 eligible schools in the six counties
the organization serves — Allegheny,
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Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Washing-
ton and Westmoreland — and nearly one
out of every seven students in Allegheny
County would qualify.

“We know there is an immediate need
in the community,” McQuillan said. “But
there is also an easy and immediate fix.

Where others just
scratch the surface,

46 per ﬁeek

Our biggest challenge is to get people to
understand what these supplies are to
these kids.”

With its new “Homeroom Heroes” ini-
tiative, The Education Partnership is
calling on local businesses to step up by
donating, hosting product drives, volun-
teering or upcycling. :

“Our favorite definition of upcycle is
to give something a higher and better
use,” she said. “I can’t think of a better
use than to give these unwanted or un-
needed supplies to kids.”

Brown said with so many companies
rebranding or adding partners, it often
leads to a surplus of seemingly useless
and out-of-date marketing items.

“To your company that item no lon-
ger has a use, but to a kid it has value,”
Brown said. “A kid doesn’t care what
bank’s name is on their pen, they are
just thankful to have it.”

Rachel Gawlas, director of business de-
velopment at Metz Lewis Brodman Must
& O’Keefe LL.C, said The Education Part-
nership is a simple, yet powerful idea
that stuck with her as the firm moved to
the Oliver Building in December. In the
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move, it was able to donate more
than 100 three-ring binders, in
addition to boxes of assorted of-
fice supply items like staplers,
pens, highlighters, organizers
and trays.

“After nearly 15 years, our at-
torneys and staff had collected
a significant amount of office
supplies,” she said. “Helping
deserving teachers and schools
with our surplus seemed like a
great fit — a true win-win.”

The organization tries not to
take anything it can’t use; how-
ever, with its “Creative Corner,”
a section that houses all of the
miscellaneous items, they see
that teachers can find a use for
almost anything. One fixture,
filled with American Airlines
pillow covers, may only serve
as a reminder of a more luxuri-
ous time in air travel to some,
but to a teacher the possibilities
are endless.

“Teachers have used these for
everything from book covers
to bags,” McQuillan said. “It’s
amazing to see what they come
up with and what needs can be
met by items that could have
otherwise been in a landfill.”

Having an outside organiza-
tion come into these schools and
tell children they matter and
deserve to have the tools they
need to be successful can really
instill change, Brown said.

“We are unique because we
are not a government program,”
he said. “I think for the students
they see us not as a handout, but
a hand up.”

Andrea Zimmer, program
manager, said while the focus
2 = . o is on growing the program an-

58 j - nually to serve more students
and teachers, it is important
for them to make sure they ser-
vice these additional schools
at the same level they have
established.

She said the organization
has grown by 25 percent, or
1,200 students, since the 2011-
2012 school year and plans the
same amount of growth for
next year.

COURTESY OF JAE RUBERTO FOR THE EDUCATION PARTERSHIP McQuillan said the goal is

The Education Partn"ership’s West End Resource Center features a “store” where teachers from quali-  to serve every eligible student.

fying schools can shop for free three times during the year.

distribution to give each student
in the program age-appropriate
boxes filled with school supplies
and hygiene products. Dur-
ing the 2012 distribution, they

The only thing stopping them
is the number of supplies they

“When they came into the
school at Christmastime, those

. notepads and pencils, and Post-
Its and glue sticks they gave to
each student; for some of our

superintendent at the Sto-Rox
School District.

Panza said Sto-Rox Elementa-
ry has been selected for the pro-
gram since 2010, but he hopes

bring in the door.

“We are ready to grow. We
have the space for it,” she said.
“Now it’s just about getting the
supplies to fill that space.”

For the last three years, the distributed $230,000 worth of kids, that was their Christ- the middle school and high

organization has done a holiday products. mas,” said Michael Panza, school will be accepted as well.
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2013 LEGENDS IN LEADERSHIP

JOIN US AS WE HONOR THE VISIONARIES OF CCAC AND OUR COMMUNITY.

Laura E Ellsworth
Partner-in-Charge, Pittsburgh Ofﬁcc
Jones Day

Outstanding Lifetime Achievement

Randall S. Dearth
Chief Executive Officer

Calgon Carbon Corporation
Outstanding Community Leader

Michael Adamcyk (76, South)
Director Global Retirement Plans and Moblhty
., H.J. Heinz Company

- Outstanding Alumnus

Frances Kralosky Dice (68, Allegheny)
Assistant Dean of Academlc Management
Community College of Allegheny County
Outstanding Faculty/StafflAdministrator

Join Legends Honorary Chair, Deborah L. Rice-Johnson, Division President,
Health Services and Executive Vice President, Highmark and the CCAC
Educational Foundation Board of Directors at the Sixteenth Annual Legends in
Leadership event honoring the visionaries of CCAC and our community.

Thursday, April 18, 2013 e East Club Lounge, Heinz Field
5:30 p.m. Cocktails & Silent Auction  7:00 p.m. Dinner & Awards Ceremnony
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